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IT IS DECEMBER, 1860.
LIGHT SNOW FALLS IN THE
AIR AS THE TALL FIGLURE OF

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
STRIDES ACROSS BOSTON

COMMON TOWARD
TREMONT BAPTIST CHURCH.

EXACTLY A YEAR EARLIER, JOHN BROWN HAD BEEN
HUNG IN VIRGINIA AND LEADING PUBLIC FIGURES
ARE GATHERING TO ELLOGIZE HIM AND SPEAK ON
THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION OF THOSE TIMES:
“HOW CAN AMERICAN SLAVERY BE ABOLISHED?"

BUT THOUGH IT IS THE CRADLE OF AMERICAN
FREEDOM, THERE ARE MANY IN BOSTON WHO
WON'T TOLERATE THAT CONVERSATION.
THEY INCLUDE ARISTOCPATIC MERCHANTS,
DOCK WORKERS, AND EVEN HARVARD STUDENTS.
AND THEY AﬂE HEADED TO TREMONT TOO,
CARRYING CLLIBS, SCOWLS,AND VICIOUS
DETERMINATION TO SHUT DOWN THE DEBATE.

A SWIRLING THRONG SURGES IN THE HALL AND AROLND
THE STAGE. SOME WEAR TOP HATS AND FINE GLOVES,
OTHERS WORK CAPS, BLACK, WHITE, IMMIGRANTS.
IT IS A CROSS-SECTION OF AMERICAN LIFE.

DOUGLASS HAS TO SHOVE AND JOSTLE HIS WAY TO THE FRONT
AND ASCEND THE STAGE. HE IS PULLED BY THE HAIR AND
PUNCHED. BUT AFTER ESCAPING SLAVERY 20 YEARS EARLIER,

HE IS NOT GOING TO LET ANYONE STOP HIM FROM SPEAKING.




THE FIRST SPEAKERS, ONE A WRITER AND ANOTHER A YOUNG
CLERGYMAN ARE SHOUTED DOWN, HARASSED AND PULLED
FROM THE PODIUM. ONE OF BOSTON’S LEADING JOLRNALISTS,
FRANKLIN SANBORN, LOOKS ON IN HORROR AND REMARKS:

THIS IS NOT THE
BOSTON
I HAVE KNOWN.

ONLY DOUGLASS HAS THE SELF-BEARING AND A
BOOMING VOICE LOUD ENOUGH TO EXCEED THE CHAOS.

I KNOW YOLR MASTERS,
BECAUSE I

SERVED THEM TOO.
YOU ARE SERVING
THE SLAVEHOLDERS!

BUT DOLIGLASS WASN'T DONE.
THAT EVENING, HE GATHERED SUPPORTERS AGAIN AT A
IALLER CHLIRCH, QUIET AND SERENE, AND HE SPOKE
OF OUR MOST FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, FREEDOM OF SPEECH.

AT THAT, THE POLICE CONVERGED AND
MANHANDLED DOLIGLASS OUT OF THE HALL,
‘ON ORDERS OF THE MAYOR HIMSELF.

THE SCENE DESCENDS INTO A FULL

DONNYBROOK.




WE THOUGHT THE PRINCIPLE OF FREE
'SPEECH WAS AN ACCO|

HERE IN BOSTON, IF NOWHERE E‘SE.
WE THOUGHT THE RIGHT OF THE
PEOPLE TO ASSEMBLE AND

EXPRESS THEIR OPINION WAS SECURE.

THE MORTIFYING
‘ AND DISGRACEFUL FACT
STARES US IN THE FACE...

IT WAS lN THEIR EYES, AS IN THE
NO RIGHT WAS DEEM! F AL HTF

I ED
THOUGHTFLUL MEN,
ZZVTEHREN;A;-:?ﬁoORFE ?Aiggp THE GEEAT MORAL RENOVATOR
THAN THE RIGHT OF SPEECH. OF SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT.




DANIEL WEBSTER CALLED IT
A HOMEBRED RIGHT,
A FIRESIDE PRIVILEGE.

LIBERTY IS MEANINGLESS WHERE THE RIGHT TO UTTER
ONE’S THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS HAS CEASED TO EXIST.




- THEY KNOW ITS POWER.

THRONES, DOMINIONS, PRINCIPALITIES,
Bl AND POWERS, FOLUNDED IN INJUSTICE
AND WRONG, ARE SURE TO TREMBLE,
IF MEN ARE ALLOWED TO REASON.

THERE CAN BE NO RIGHT OF SPEECH WHERE ANY MAN,
HOWEVER LIFTED LIP, OR HOWEVER HUMBLE HOWEVEE
YOUNG, OR HOWEVER OLD, IS OVERA

AND COMPELLED TO SUPPRESS HIS HONEST SENTIMENTS

| EQUALLY CLEAR IS
THE RIGHT TO HEAR.

TO SUPPRESS FREE SPEECH IS

A DOUBLE WRONG. IT VIOLATES

THE RIGHTS OF THE HEARER

AS WELL AS THOSE OF THE SPEAKER.

AND UNTIL THE RIGHT IS ACCORDED TO THE HUMBLEST
AS FREELY AS TO THE MOST EXALTED CITIZEN,

THE GOVERNMENT OF BOSTON IS BUT AN EMPTY
NAME, AND ITS FREEDOM A MOCKERY .
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